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FOREIGN AND INSULAR. 

BRAZIL. 

Federal and Bahia state quarantine regulations on account of plague. 

Bahia, Brazil, October 86, 1901. 

Sir : I beg leave to inclose herewith, a translation made by this office 
of the recently promulgated Federal and Bahia state regulations rela- 
tive to quarantine, disinfection, etc., to prevent the spread of the 
bubonic plague which has broken out at Bio de Janeiro. 

I have also to inform the Department that the state of Bahia has 
organized a quarantine and disinfection service, and all passengers, 
baggage, mail, etc., arriving here from infected ports are landed at Mt. 
Serat, where the station has been established. 

The . regulations above mentioned are being complied with, except 
that the Federal custom-house guards are not being disinfected after 
having been on board vessels from infected ports. 

The state quarantine and disinfection station is located on what is 
known as Mt. Serat point, which is within the Bahia city limits on an 
arm of the bay, but is remote from general traffic. The station is a 
series of buildings which used to constitute the immigration station, 
but which have been increased by several small buildings to adapt it to 
the service for which it is now used. It consists of 1 large 2-story 
building which is used for administrative purposes and also contains a 
general dining room and kitchen. There are also 2 long 1-story 
buildings, one on each side of the main building, and these contain 
beds and serve for suspects and detained passengers. 

Passengers, baggage, etc., are taken from vessels arriving from 
infected ports and are conveyed by special boats and lighters to the long 
wooden landing stage at the station. This landing stage or wharf leads 
by the steam and chemical disinfecting plants to a long line of bath 
houses. The exterior doors of these bath houses open into disrobing 
rooms where all clothing is left, and from which are entered the bath- 
rooms proper, which consist of a shower bath in a small cement floored 
and walled room. From these bathrooms, on the side opposite the 
entrance, is the door of exit, which leads to a second dressing room 
where one robes. 

While passengers are in the baths, their clothing and such other 
articles as can be disinfected are being so treated in a large steam dis- 
infecting chamber, or in a room into which are passed fumes of sulphur 
or formaldehyd gas and subsequently disinfected clothing is given 
them in the dressing room last mentioned, and they are allowed to go 
free. 

In cases of suspects, they receive separate disinfection and are after- 
wards kept for observation in the quarters already mentioned. 

The city has paid a little attention to cleaning up the worst places 
and a reward has been offered for rats, but little time is spent in catch- 
ing or killing them. 

Bespectfully, H. W. Furniss, 

United States Consul. 

Hon. Assistant Secretary of State. 
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O O Q 1 December 20, 1901 

[Inclosure No. 1.] 
Federal quarantine regulations. 

In accordance with decree No. 4185 of the Federal Government nnder date of Septem- 
ber 30, 1901, quarantine for bubonic plague has been reduced to ten days. 

By virtue of Federal decree No. 4184 of September 30, 1901, vessels which leave 
Rio de Janeiro for other Brazilian ports must be submitted to a sanitary visit before 
sailing. 

2. The health officers who visit the vessel must examine the hygienic conditions on 
board, the health of the passengers and crew, and must disembark such persons as 
present suspicion of pest and also all articles susceptible of carrying the pest, the 
exportation of such articles being prohibited. 

3. The vessels which leave Rio de Janeiro destined for other national ports must 
be disinfected either in Rio de Janeiro or at the Ilha Grande quarantine station. 

4. All vessels which trade between Rio de Janeiro and the ports of other states will 
have to have a doctor on board. In Brazilian vessels the doctor will be constituted an 
inspector of hygiene, with the duties and obligations mentioned in the general sanitary 
regulations. 

For any infraction of the regulations the sanitary inspector will be substituted by 
another. 

5. Disinfected vessels with a doctor on board will have free pratique in any national 
port, provided: 

a. There has been no case of bubonic plague during the voyage. 

ft. That all is in good hygienic state and the instructions of the sanitary inspector 
have been followed. 

c. That they present (1) list of passengers and crew which left Rio de Janeiro, the 
same to be viseed by the inspector of health who visited the vessel before it sailed, and 
by the inspectors of the ports at which it touched ; also, a declaration of the number 
of passengers and crew who have disembarked and embarked ; (2) certificates of dis- 
infection signed by the Federal authorities at Rio de Janeiro or at Ilha Grande ; (3) 
certificate, written and signed by the doctor and captain, that no passengers or members 
of the crew either came on board Or left after the vis6 above mentioned. 

6. Those vessels which during their voyage have cases of pest or arrive with it will 
be submitted to quarantine for ten days, the ship being disinfected in the port of arrival 
if the health officers think it possible, or otherwise they will be compelled to go to the 
quarantine station at Ilha Grande, but no inspector of port will be able to decide what 
is to be done, only the director-general of public health having that power. 

7. Free pratique once having been given to a vessel the passengers of the same will 
be free from the action of Federal authorities, but subject to such vigilance or other 
measures as the local authorities may adopt. The crew, though, will remain under the 
supervision of the Federal authorities. 

8. Vessels which can not be disinfected in accordance with the present regulations 
will remain in quarantine during their stay in Brazilian ports and no communication 
with them will be permitted except for the removal of mails. 

The following Federal order has been promulgated relative to Italian ports : 
As bubonic plague exists at Naples, it is decreed : 

1. Vessels proceeding from Italian ports direct or by call, will be submitted to rigor- 
ous examination and subsequent disinfection at the quarantine station of Ilha Grande., 
If there has been any confirmed or suspected case on board, the vessel will be quaran- 
tined for ten days, counting from the day of the last case. 

2. Immigrant vessels, infected or suspected, will be given ten full days' quarantine, 
counting the day of arrival at quarantine station, and will be disinfected either during 
quarantiue or afterwards, as the director of public health may deem advisable. 

[Inclosure No. 2.] 

Bahia state quarantine regulations — Promulgated October 16, 1901. 

1. Passengers and their baggage proceeding from ports infected or suspected of 
bubonic plague will be subject to disinfection at Mount Serat and a sanitary vigilance 
for ten days. 

For the sanitary vigilance the passengers will give, while in the disinfection station, 
all necessary information, which will be transmitted to the inspector-general of hygiene. 
It will be necessary for a doctor of the sanitary service to personally make a daily visit 
to the passenger for the above-mentioned time. 

The names of the passengers disinfected will be published every day in the news- 
papers, as will also be published such other information as may be deemed necessary. 
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The doctors appointed for the sanitary vigilance will give the bureau of hygiene a 
full history of the passenger, pointing out the appearance of any sickness whatever, 
that the proper measures may be taken. 

2. The men who work at loading or unloading vessels, stevedores, boatmen, guards, 
etc., will be submitted to a disinfection bath, and their clothing, and whatever objects 
brought from on board shall be disinfected. 

3. The rats and vermin which infest vessels shall be exterminated by means of proper 
poisons which the Government will distribute. This shall also be done on land, in the 
streets, sewers, alleys, and the interior of private houses, in factories, and other estab- 
lishments where a number of persons aggregate. 

4. By special order of the bureau of hygiene, all private houses and all buildings in 
this city shall be visited repeatedly and the inmates forced to observe the most rigid 
regimen, especially with reference to the destruction of rats, fleas, bedbugs, etc. 

5. During the present season, doctors shall be obliged to report all cases of fever that 
may occur in their practices. If the fever lasts more than twenty-four hours, the bureau 
of hygiene will send a sanitary doctor who will report to the department in detail. 

6. Reporting cases of pest is obligatory and should be made to the inspector of 
hygiene (1) by the head of the family or near relatives who live with the sick, or by 
the principal person in the house, and (2) by the doctor who is treating or has simply 
visited the sick. 

7. Isolation of a pest-stricken house is obligatory, or room isolation where by lack of 
means, force of circumstances, etc., total isolation is impracticable. 

8. Isolation in hospitals, (o) The sick shall be transported by the hygienic depart- 
ment in special carriages, and (6) the house of the sick shall be evacuated and disin- 
fected ; things of small value used by the sick shall be burned and destroyed, if this action 
seems necessary, and (c) the persons (or their clothing) who have been near the sick shall 
be disinfected and over such will be exercised vigilance in accord with section 1 above. 

9. Relative to suspected persons who shall come to the knowledge of the inspector 
by virtue of article 5, the department shall proceed as follows : The bureau of hygiene 
shall order a bacteriological examination to assist in making a diagnosis of the case 
and (2) at the same time shall cause the patient to be removed to a post of observation. 

10. The disinfection of the quarters where exists pest is obligatory, whatever may be 
the termination of the case. 

11. During the present season all deaths shall be personally verified b^ doctors 
appointed to this end and in a doubtful case it is necessary that it be referred to the 
bacteriological department, the facts being immediately communicated to the inspector 
of hygiene. 

Interments can not take place without a vis^ of the certificate of death by the doctors 
mentioned above. 

12. The Government will organize a bacteriological laboratory to take charge of the 
examination for diagnosis of presumed cases. 

For verification of deaths file city is divided into 7 districts 

[Inclosure No. 3.— Dispatch No. 153.] 

Sanitary statistics of Bahia for month of June, 1901. 



Maximum temperature 27° C. 

..Minimum temperature 22° C. 

Average temperature 24.52° C. 

Average relative humidity 88.10° 

Rainfall 175 mm. 

Rainy days 15 

Prevailing winds S., SE., ESE. 

Cases of infectious diseases — 

Yellow fever 

Deaths 

Smallpox 1 

Male, white 1 

Had never been vaccinated 1 

Treated in hospital 1 

Died in hospital 1 

Lepers in hospital end of last month — 

Male 11 

Female 4 

Entered during month 

Left hospital during month 

Died during month 



Births, alive — 

Male 34 

Female 51 

Legitimate 45 

Illegitimate 40 

Births, stillborn — 

Male 15 

Female 10 

Marriages 31 

Vaccinated by health department dur- 
ing month 37 

Deaths 385 

Male 218 

Female 167 

Nationality — 

African 22 

Brazilian 352 

Bolivian 1 

English 1 

Italian 1 

Portuguese '. 5 

Unknown 3 
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Sanitary statistics of Bahia, etc. — Continued. 



Causes of death — 

Beriberi 7 

Diphtheria 

Enteric fever 5 

Hydrophobia 

Scurvy 

Smallpox 1 

Typhus fever 

Yellow fever 

Asthma 

Blight's disease 3 

Bronchitis 18 

Carcinoma 6 

Cerebral hemorrhage and congestion 18 

Diabetes 1 



Causes of death — Continued. 

Diarrhea and dysentery 36 

Diseases of circulatory system 31 

Elephantiasis 

Influenza 4 

Malarial fevers 42 

Meningitis.. 1 5 

Nephritis 17 

Pneumonia 13 

Syphilis 2 

Tetanus 3 

Tetanus neonatorum 12 

Tuberculosis, pulmonary 51 

Tuberculosis, other 3 

Other causes 109 



Reports from Rio de Janeiro — Plague continues. 

Eio de Janeiro, Brazil, October. 81, 1901. 
Sie: I have the honor to transmit herewith the official sanitary 
report of Eio de Janeiro for the week ended October 27. There were 
344 deaths from all causes, as compared with 320 for the preceding 
week, an increase of 24. There were 3 deaths from accesso pernicioso, 
an increase of 1 ; there was 1 death from yellow fever, a decrease of 2 ; 
there were 53 deaths from smallpox, an increase of 3 ; 4 deaths from 
typhoid fever, the same as before ; there was no death from beriberi or 
from diphtheria, a decrease of 1 as regards the former ; 2 deaths from 
measles, the same as before ; 2 from whooping cough, an increase of 1 ; 
16 deaths from bubonic pest, an increase of 1 ; none from leprosy, a 
decrease of 1 ; 49 from tuberculosis, a decrease of 4. 

I neglected to enumerate 3 cases of lymphatitis pernicioso. 
There has been little or no change in the status of bubonic plague. 
Eespectfully, Edward "W. Ames, 

Vice Consul- General and Sanitary Inspector, U. S. M. H. 8. 
The Surgeon-General, 

U. S. Marine-Hospital Service. 

Eio de Janeiro, Brazil, November 6, 1901. 
Sir : I have the honor to transmit herewith the official sanitary report 
for Eio de Janeiro for the week ended November 3. There were 371 
deaths from all causes, an increase of 27 as compared with the preced- 
ing week. There were 3 deaths from accesso pernicioso, the same as 
before ; 2 from yellow fever, an increase of 1 ; 50 from smallpox, a 
decrease of 3 ; 4 from typhoid, the same as before ; none from scarlet 
fever, the same as before ; 1 from diphtheria, an increase of 1 ; 1 from 
measles, a decrease of 1 ; none from whooping cough, a decrease of 2 ; 
11 from bubonic pest, a decrease of 5 ; 1 death from lymphatitis per- 
nicioso, a decrease of 2 ; 66 deaths from tuberculosis, an increase of 17. 
The pest is apparently decreasing; at all events it is making no head- 
way. 

Eespectfully, Edward W. Ames, 

Vice Consul- General and Sanitary Inspector, U. S. M. H. S. 
The Surgeon-General, 

U. S. Marine-Hospital Service. 



